
Direct Examination







• How do you make the 
reservations part of your story? 





7-38-55

Communicating 
emotions and 
feelings?

•7% - Words

•38% - Tone

•55% - Body Language



Answers Lead to 
Questions



Tag a Label to 
Your Witness

• “Your son was killed on July 3, 
2023”

• “You are the nurse that examined 
the victim”

• “You are the lead homicide 
detective”

• “You found your 7-year-old 
daughter in bed with the 
Defendant”



Start Your 
Questions 
with the 
Newspaper 
Reporters’ 
Basic Words

• Who, Where, What, When, How, 
and Why

• Who did you see? 

• Where did you see her? 

• What was she doing? 

• When was it? 

• How long were you there? 

• Why did you leave? 



Guide the 
Witness

Good Questions 
Good Answers

If you are stiff, then the 
witness will be stiff



Cross Examination



What is the 
Purpose of 
Cross 
Examination?

• Expose inconsistencies

• Reveal bias or interest

• Elicit favorable information

• Challenge Knowledge

• Impeach a witness 

• Make the record



Be Human

Who does the jury connect with? 

Look good or better than the 
witness



Impeachment

What does it mean? 

Is it impactful? 

Your reputation is on the line 



Hitchhiking

Support your 
theory

1

Spotlight your 
theme

2

Avoid 
impeachment until 
the end

3
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