Open Strong: Beginning With
the End In Mind

Voir Dire to Verdict
October 24, 2025




Simplicity



What Do You Want Jurors to Say
the Case Is About?




What Are You Telling the Jury

the Case is About?

e Right Frame

e Right Story

e Right Sequence




Creating the Right Frame




Creating the Right Frame

® \We want everything the defense says in their best frame to

push jurors further in our favor

® Our frame may include a call to action for jurors to help change

the defendant’s dangerous behavior

® The frame may also trigger fundamental principles of fairness

and universal human values




Creating the Right Frame

® Free Pass

e Life, Liberty, & Pursuit of Happiness




Telling the Right Story




Telling the Right Story

e Defendant's Conduct

e Client's Life

e Jurors Role




Defendant’'s Conduct
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Client's Life
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Safety in numbers: Contest entries offer tips for bicycle riders

WINNING ESSAY . - : 1 : ] f 7

n April 17, 1993, I
learned to ride my bike
without (raining wheels.
I went to the library, but Wy am 1 a Safe DiRer 7
eopuld not find a book on bike A

safety. I start- e
ed to think |
M. Eour ke
safety and how
it could help
—RERABILTATION ¢ prevent a
— msTUTE  serious acci-

e 3ottt
I always walk my bike across
streets, | never ride in the
street, and 1 am careful not to
hit pedestrians. If I ride at
night, T would make sure T had a
bike light and reflectors and that
I was wearing light-colored
clothing so people could see me
- In the dark. T always make sure
my shoes are tied so my laces
won't get caught in the spokes or
the chain, It is also a good idea
to have an identification card in
my pocket. It is important to
wear a helmet to protect my 1l
head and, because 1 have just !
learned to ride my hike, it is |
probably important for me to | |}
wear knee pads and elbow pads, i

Ryan Koenig, age 7
south St Louis

Runner-Ups

hy am I a safe hiker, you
ask?

Well, one reason is hecause
it’s better to be safe than sorry,
What T mean is, you must watch
for oncoming cars, wear a bicy-
cle helmet to protect your head
it you fall, maEc sure your bike

L R 3

Tim Parker photo

Ryan Kocrig . 7 | Ryan Koenig, 7, of south St. Louis, proudly displays the safety helmet he won for his essay on bicycle | -
e safety. The competition was sponsored by the 55M Institute and the Suburban lournals. Y




Ryan Koenig st Louis

Ryan Koenig, a fourth-grade
student at Kennard Classical
Junior Academy, has been cho-
sen as a winner in the Magic
House's Did You Know Contest
for the fourth consecutive year.

This year he submitted "'Did you
know it would take 6,000 helium-
filled balloons to lift a 75 pound
child into the air?”

He won free passes to the
Magic House, G Did You Know
T-shirt and a book.
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the 1)) GREATEST

MUSICIANS iS5

From CHUCK BERRY to TINA TURNER,
UNCLE TUPELD to MILES DAVIS,
SCOTT JOPLIN to NELLY
& Many More...

As the success of the O Brother Whers
Art Thou? sounditrack showed. the oid s
reew agsin—and Poley LaFarge and the
South City Three are right in the mudst
of the revival. Shortly after LaFarge
self-released his debut. Mormoiode .
in 2007, he snagged a main-stage
spot at Portland, Ore.'s indie roots fest

PHOTOGRAPH IV FALL NORDAANN

Pickathon; before long, the troubadour Tander Festival, and the Newport Folk US. and the U K ; recording with rockers
with old-time style was working with the Festival, where Spin dubbed the group be; and even ringing in 2012
similarly minded South City Three, com- the fest's Best Discovery In 2010, In Blaocc and Cyndi Lauper
prising upright-bassist Jeey Glynn, gui- the world of roots music and Amaricana, 1 inny with the leg-

tarist Adam Hoskins, and percussionist the four are rapidly rising stars,
Ryan Koenig. Soan, the four were playing praisa from No Depression, NPR
the LK 's Big Chill Festival, Denmark's and many othar outlets; c






















Make Causation Simple & Visual




Juan Rivera
In Charge of Caribbean Resort & Villas’ Pools

—)

Falsified chlorine
levels on pool
chemical logs for
3 Y2 years

Ashtyn Douglas
3 Years Old




John Konkel

General Manager

Denise Staley
Asst. General Manager

Tony Robinette
Chief Engineer —

Rob Wright
Asst. Chief Engineer

Juan Rivera Ashtyn Douglas

Certified Pool Operator
3 Years Old




Jurors’ Role




Jurors’ Role

e Cuardians

e Authors

e Appraisers




Presenting the Right Sequence




The Right Sequence

e Rowley Three-Step
e Dan Schaar’s Pulp Fiction Opening

e David Ball Opening




Rowley Three-Step

Step 2 -
Step 3 -

Step 1- Our Opening

Defense Opening

Cirst Witness Crushes

Defense’s Lies







Dan Schaar Pulp Fiction

Non-Linear
Maintain Interest
Defendant’s Choices are Clear

Cause of Major Damage to

Human Being’s Life



David Ball Opening

The Man
The Myth

The Legend




CONTACT INFORMATION

Kenneth Berger

kberger@bergerlawsc.com

Cell: 803.360.6267

Office: 803.790.2800

www.bergerlawsc.com
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