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Officer Jeremy Bellamy’s 
Opening Statement

Jeremy Bellamy v. Ford Motor Company

No. 5:22-CV-00941-JKP

If a Corporation Builds and Sells Vehicles, 
It Must Make Sure Its Vehicles 

Do Not Poison People
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Ford’s Corporate Representative: Chris Eikey
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Ford’s Choices

Ford’s Victim

Ford’s Excuses

Ford’s Choices
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Ford Designs for Aggressive Driving and Idling
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Model Years 2011 – March 2019
Ford Manufactured 5th Generation Explorer (U502)

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Model Years 2013 – 2019
Ford Manufactured Police Interceptor Based on Explorer (U502)
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Ford Receives Complaints of Carbon Monoxide

Investigation Scope:

Retail Explorer (MY 2011 to 2017)
Police Interceptor Explorer (MY 2013 to 2017)

Office of Defect Investigation: EA 17-002
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Police Aftermarket Upfitters 
Blamed and Fixes Applied

Cracked Manicats Noted

Carbon Monoxide Complaints 
Continue in MY 2018 and 2019

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Police Officer’s Wife Says She Can Smell 
Exhaust On Him After His Shift
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Fire Department Verified High Levels of 
Carbon Monoxide in Vehicle 

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Officer Bellamy’s 2019 Police Interceptor
Ford Explorer (U502) Platform
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Tail PipeExhaust Manifold

Ford Interceptor Carbon Monoxide Sources

Tail PipeExhaust Manifold

17

18



5/10/2025

10

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Exhaust Manifolds / “Mani-Cats”

Exhaust Manifold
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Measure Carbon Monoxide in People? 

Hemoglobin (Hb) is in 
red blood cells and 
carries oxygen 
throughout the body. 

Carboxyhemoglobin 
(COHb) is used to 
measure the amount 
of Carbon Monoxide 
in the blood. 
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How Do We Measure Carbon 
Monoxide in a Vehicle?

Parts Per Million (ppm) 

Example: 1 ppm = 1 part of Carbon 
Monoxide every million parts of air
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CO Level Action

CO Level Action
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CO Level Action

CO Level Action
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CO Level Action

CO Level Action
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No Federal “Safe Minimum” for 
Carbon Monoxide in Vehicles

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Ford’s Carbon Monoxide 
“Trustmark” Standard
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Prior 2011

After 2011 Why Did Ford
Change the 
Trustmark 
Standard?

Ford’s Victim
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Officer Bellamy Unconscious and 
Not Responsive

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Officer Bellamy’s Timeline

13:02
Last Police Activity
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

13:02
Last Police Activity

13:14
Last Phone Call

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

13:02
Last Police Activity

13:14
Last Phone Call

14:52
911 Call Time

14:59
EMS Arrives
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

3 Days at Northeast 
Methodist Hospital

Admitted

March 22, 2021

Discharged

March 24, 2021

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Diagnosis: Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Blood Test Result: 7.8% COHb
Five Hours After Officer Bellamy Rescued
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Blood Test Machine Verified
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

7.8% Five Hours Later = ~40% at Rescue

COHb % Healthy Adults: Typical Symptoms
Background levels, smokers1-9

No appreciable effect, except shortness of breath on vigorous 
exertion, possible tightness across the forehead, dilation of 
cutaneious blood vessels

10-19

Shortness of breath on moderate exertion, occasional headache 
with throbbing in temples

20-29

Decided headache, irritable, easily fatigued, judgment disturbed, 
possible dizziness, dimness of vision

30-39

Headache, confusion, collapse, fainting on exertion40-50

Unconsciousness, intermittent convulsion, respiratory failure, death 
if exposure is long continued

60-70

Rapidly fatal80
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7:55 PM

COHb
7.8%

Blood Drawn at Hospital

7:55 PM

COHb
7.8%

COHb
~16%

5:55 PM
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7:55 PM

COHb
7.8%

COHb
~16%

COHb
~32%

5:55 PM3:55 PM

7:55 PM

COHb
7.8%

COHb
~16%

COHb
~32%

2:55 PM

COHb
~40%

5:55 PM3:55 PM
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Exhaust Manifold
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Your Tools
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Not A Criminal Case

Criminal Case: Beyond A Reasonable Doubt
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Civil Case: Preponderance of the Evidence

Ford’s Excuses
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

• No carbon monoxide was in the 
vehicle

• Officer Bellamy was sleeping

• Officer Bellamy was upset about 
not getting promoted at work

• Hospital doctors were wrong

• Hospital blood test not reliable

• Pain medications and bad health 
caused the incident

• Carbon monoxide came from 
somewhere else, not the vehicle

• Brain scan at hospital did not 
show carbon monoxide injuries

• Officer Bellamy’s treating 
neurologist is wrong

• Ford’s tests did not replicate 
carbon monoxide intrusion

• Russell Gill’s testing is wrong—
there was no carbon monoxide

• Police did not replicate carbon 
monoxide intrusion 

• Vehicle was used by other officers 
without carbon monoxide issues

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices
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Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

Ford’s ExcusesFord’s VictimFord’s Choices

• Did Officer Bellamy suffer carbon monoxide poisoning?

• If yes, where did the carbon monoxide come from? 

• Was Officer Bellamy injured from the carbon monoxide 
poisoning or is he making it up?

Questions For You To Consider
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One More Tool
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CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING
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3 DAYS IN HOSPITAL

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING

3 DAYS IN HOSPITAL

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING
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3 DAYS IN HOSPITAL

BRAIN INJURIES

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING

3 DAYS IN HOSPITAL

BRAIN INJURIES

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING
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3 DAYS IN HOSPITAL

BRAIN INJURIES

LOSS OF CAREER / IDENTITY

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING

3 DAYS IN HOSPITAL

BRAIN INJURIES

LOSS OF CAREER / IDENTITY

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING
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3 DAYS IN HOSPITAL

BRAIN INJURIES

LOSS OF CAREER / IDENTITY

NEXT 20 YEARS

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING

LOSS OF CAREER / IDENTITY

3 DAYS IN HOSPITAL

BRAIN INJURIES

NEXT 20 YEARS

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING
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BRAIN INJURIES

LOSS OF CAREER / IDENTITY

NEXT 20 YEARS

VALUE OF WHAT WAS TAKEN FROM OFFICER BELLAMY?

3 DAYS IN HOSPITAL

CARBON MONOXIDE 
POISONING
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One More Question To 
Consider?

“Quality means 
doing it right 

when no one is 
looking.” 

- Henry Ford
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Ford Motor Company
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